Finding Your Elusive Female
Ancestors, Part 2:

Utilizing DNA and Searching
Her FAN Club

By Julie Stoddard, MSc, AG®



Why are women harder to find in
the records?

In the early history of some countries,
women were covered under the
legal status of their husbands.

This means married women were not
always recorded in the records.

For most of her life, the records
were noft listed under her
name.
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Interweave three strategies to successfully
find records for women:

1. Search the correct records
2. thze DNA eVidenCe Finding Female Ancestors

3. Research her FAN Club S— ’
DNA Evidence ‘ ‘ ‘z:)’z&
Search Records " /
The slides and handout are available on AN Clu Q “

ConnectTheBranch.com/presentations
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DNA Evidence

Search Records



Recap of Part 1: Records most likely to name women

“Which records are most likely o be successful due
to the record content and ease of accesse”

Best records to search first:

Vital Records Probate Records

Census Records Social Security
DNA Testing




Recap of Part 1: Records most likely to name women

Best records to search second:

. Obituaries « Church Records

e Lland Records ClTy Directories

 Military Records » Local & Country Histories
 Newspapers * Immigration or Naturalization

» Perform a Google < Bible Records
Search Court Records




Utilizing DNA to identify your
Female Ancestors

DNA learning outcomes: DeoxyriboNucleic Acid (DNA)

 All four types of DNA can be = Chromosome
used to research women.

« Five DNA strategies to find
more records/evidence for

ancestors.

Credit: WaSu-Bio, CC0, via



Resources for Understanding DNA

Websites & Blogs:
DNA Explained by Roberta Estes
The Genetic Genealogist by Blaine Bettinger
Your DNA Guide by Diahan Southard
International Society of Genetic Genealogy Wiki

DNA Classes and Webinars:
RootsTech

inars



https://dna-explained.com/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/
https://www.yourdnaguide.com/
https://isogg.org/wiki/Wiki_Welcome_Page
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/
https://familytreewebinars.com/
https://www.connectthebranch.com/presentations

Types of DNA

Four types of DNA, each with a unique inheritance pattern
and each can help when researching women.
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https://medlineplus.gov/genetics/understanding/basics/howmanychromosomes/
https://www.genome.gov/genetics-glossary/Mitochondria

Mitochondrial

Inheritance

[ Paternal
Great Great

A mother passes mitochondrial Mitochondrial path = pink
DNA to all her children, but only
daughters pass it on.

" Paternal
Great

Paternal
Great Great
Grandmother

Paternal
Grandfather

Paternal
Great
Grandmother

Paternal
Grandmother

The closeness of DNA matches
is based on how many
mutations occurred.

Maternal
Grandfather

Maternal
Great
Grandfather

IMaternal
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Great

IMaternal
Great Great

“Paths of DNA Inheritance,” The International Soiety c
(https://isogg.org/wiki/Paths of DNA inherj¥ance : accessed 27 June 2020.


https://isogg.org/wiki/Paths_of_DNA_inheritance

X-DNA Inheritance

Female X Inheritance Chart

Women inherit the X
chromosome from both parents.

Males only inherit the X
chromosome from their mother.

The unique inheritance path can
be helpful in solving research

Pedigree Chart

Blaine Bettinger, “Unlocking the Genealogical Secrets of the X Chromosome,” 21 December
2008, The Genetic Genealogist (https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2008/12/21/unlocking-the-
genealogical-secrets-of-the-x-chromosome/ : accessed 27 June 2020.)


https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2008/12/21/unlocking-the-genealogical-secrets-of-the-x-chromosome/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2008/12/21/unlocking-the-genealogical-secrets-of-the-x-chromosome/
https://thegeneticgenealogist.com/2008/12/21/unlocking-the-genealogical-secrets-of-the-x-chromosome/

Y-DNA Inheritance

Only males inherit the Y

chromosome Y-DNA Testing Candidate

The Family of Robert McCormick & Agnes Gibson

Find a male'tO'male Iine Of [ Robert McCormick } Agnes Gibson

1730-1790 J 1739-1810

descent to test. [—}fﬁ —— \ , \

1
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——r— T T T T
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A person inherits about 25% from each

Autosomal

Inheritance grandparent and 12.5% from each great-

grandparent, etc.

Grandparent

—o Father ~25%

—
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Mother ~25%
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Recombination

Autosomal DNA
recombines (shuffles)
each time a child is
created.

Recombination is an
exchange of DNA
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Where Do | Test? TIP: Test your oldest possible relatives.

AncestryDNA | 23andMe MyHeritage Family Tree DNA

Autosomal
Type of DNA Autosomal X-DNA
test Autosomal Y_DNA Autosomal V_DNA

Mitochondrial

People with

23,000,000 13,400,000 6,800,000 1,520,000
atDNA tests

people people people people
(March 2023)
Upload DNA
from other Yes

companies?

Information from sting comparison chart


https://isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA_testing_comparison_chart

Fish in all ponds

Transfer your
autosomal DNA to
other databases that
allow it.




Segments of DNA are often measured in centimorgans (cM).

 cM is not a measurement of length.
 cM is a measurement of genetic distance.

ancestry Home Trees Search DNA Help Exirasi Hire anExpert (J = n Th

[)ard Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
1% shared DNA 11 People
Yes Learn more O]
Ne . 2nd - 3rd Cousin & Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
An 97 cM [ 1% shared DNA 6,647 People
2 Common ancestor Yes Learn more ®

Living DNA test takers shown in this presentation consented to
their data being shown or their names are changed/redacted.



Autosomal DNA

EVidence DNA PAINTER |Tools Help Subscribe

The Shared cM Project 4.0 tool v4

Grandparent

Principle #1:

The more cM a person = i SP Y
shares with a DNA -
match, the closer the - -

492 — 1315 2376 — 3720 1201 — 22582
1 1 449 1759 2613 SELF 866
rEIatlonShlp- 156 — 979 1160 — 2436 1613 — 348686 396 — 1397

Half 1C1R Half Niece / Nephew  Niece / Nephew Child 1C1R
224 a871 1740 3487 433
The Shared CM PrOjeCt 62 — 469 492 — 1315 1201 - 2282 2376 - 3720 102 — 980
. Half 1C2R Half Great-Niece / Great-Niece / crandchild 1C2R
Nephew Nephew
e r S OWS 1612369 L e 9841 T524462 3322:1T1
a 184 — 668 330 — 1467 a a
Half 1C3R Half GG-Niece / Great-Great-Niece / Great-Grandchild 1C3R
Nephew Nephew
60 208 490 887 17
0—-120 103 — 284 186 — 713 485 — 1486 25— 238




Autosomal DNA
Evidence

Genetic Network

Principle #2: A genetic
network is also called a
DNA Shared Match

Group. The evidence is
that they share a Most

Recent Common
Ancestor (MRCA).




Autosomal DNA
Evidence

William M. Martha

Marcus
NKNOWN
1797 v ©

DNA Shared Match Group
= Genetic Network

MRCA
<

1821 1828 1824 1831

Anastazia
HANSEN
1857

John P
BAILEY
1852

The Most Recent .

James
George MASON PHILLIPS
MASgN MASON 1876 1892
1879 1891

Common Ancestor s

MASON MASON Elda
BURTON SIMPKINS Lokl

MRCA) has been =

MASON Private Private Private g
DNA Test Frivate

dentified for this

110 cM 59 ¢cM 24 cM

A Group of .,
S h are d D N A Troy's Elizabeth's Teri's Don J's Susan's

Shared Shared Shared Shared Shared

Matches Maches: | | Matches: | | Maiches: | | Matches: Matches:
Stark 22 Stark 22 Stark 22 Stark 22 Teri Owen

Teri Owen Teri Owen Cam S Cam S Susan L
cam S Susan L Eliz. V KenK Ken K
Eliz. V Ken K Susan L Eliz. V Eliz. V

Susan L Troy M DonJ Susan L Don J

Troy M




What you should come away with: 5 DNA strategies
to find more records/evidence.

1.

2,

Proving a hypothesis for a maiden name: search your DNA match
list for those with that maiden name in their trees.

An unknown maiden name: Ancestry’s ThrulLines or MyHeritage's
Theory of Family Relaftivity can suggest the maiden name for an
ancestor.

Not certain if documents found for a family relate to your ancestor:
Jcr:hor]rﬁfrm ’r.?e records with DNA matches who descend from siblings in
at family.

An unknown parent/ancestor: building up frees for a Shared Match
Group can lead to records or locations to focus research on first.

estor: The Most Recent Common Ancestor
nknown ancestor.




Proving a
hypothesis for a
maiden name:
search your DNA
match list for those
with that maiden
name in their
trees, especially if
It is not a common

DNA Strategy

';_Ln{:(_!s-;tr\-' Home Trees Search DMA Help Bxdras1 Hire an Expert O El 0 Theron Stoddard v

{ Back

Theron Stoddard's DNA Matches

= List @ Map

~

Filter by: ® Unviewed % Common ancestors 1 Messaged [E Notes ¥ Trees v Shared DNA ~ Groups Q) Search | Sort w

Match name Surname in matches' trees Birth location in matches' trees

First name, last name or username Hultz Birth location in matches' rees @ Cancel

Include similar surnames

Tt Hulse 1l 4th - 6th Cousin % Public linked tree Do you recognize them?
' 27 cM | =1% shared DNA 143 People
Yes Learn more
L

< 4th - 6th Cousin % Public linked tree
° ‘

Do you recagnize them?
27 cM | =1% shared DMNA 134 People
e Commaon ancestor Yes Learn more



DNA Strategy

ThruLines® for William Stoddard

ThruLines® uses Ancestry® rees 1o suggest that you may be related to 149 DNA matches through William Stoddard.

1* Relationships = List

An unknown maiden name: e

4th great-grandfather

Ancestry’s Thrulines or T

Deborah o S Stoddard

MyHeritage’s Theory of & oo
Y 9 Y | |

Family Relativity can suggest

1st cousin dx removed - )
18281877 1st cousin dx removed

the maiden name for an O 2on s

ancestor. Mhihm 5‘""""'ﬁ;;,;;g;l'ag;.'.;a'ffm

f 1 2nd cousin 3x removed
2nd cousin 3x removed i ' 1855-1927

e M i An Ig - ,m ...Emji; Hannah.ChaIIender = ! Ida May.ChaI lender 1

Remember they both @it | | @umre—— | @ mme—
. . . e S [ A

JC eST l !OSSlble re|OT|OﬂSh|pS P --é‘;&;é!&&r—ﬁi;hmt | Lilla Marie Sprague ”5 5'i’_”””ﬁr’.ﬁia;)ié;.;;;.{" ' ”5

° | |

! i 4th cousin 1x removed
i 4th cousin 1x removed i ' 19121974
i 19031978 i i
R I -------- L ALUATE
ﬁ.-, Robert Edgar Wright
~ | 5thcousin

4th cousin 1x removed

5th cousin
26 cM | 2 segments

5th cousin 1x removed
&th cousin 1x removed 12 cM | 1segments
9 cM | 1segments




DNA Strategy

Not certain if
documents found for
a family relate to your
ancestor: confirm the
records with DNA
matches who
descend from siblings
In tThat family.

Research Question: Who are Anna Stroeter's Parents

Hypothesis

Anna F. STROETER
b. 1833

1. County History: she

immigrated to WI

2. NO documents
naming parents

Elizabeth SCHENK
b. 1866

1. Death record lists

her mother maiden

Emmanuel J.
SCHULTZ
b. 1799, Germany
1. Emigrated to WI
2.1870 St. Croix

John V. STROETER Caroline R.
b. 1835 STROETER
1. Marriage lists his b. 1838 )
parents: Emanuel Stroeter 1. 1870 St. Croix
and Maria Regina Stroeter 2. Burial St. Croix
2. Residence: St Croix, WI

Raymond E.
FAY

b. 1879

name as STROETER

Emma M.
LOGAN
b. 1908

Private

CLIENT
DNA

Katharine
FAY
1916

PRIVATE

Maria Regina
KRAUSE
b. 1805, Germany

Heinrich H. STROETER

b. 1841

1. Marriage lists his
parents: Emanuel Stroeter
and Mary R. Stroeter

2. 1870: St Croix, WI

Maitland

STROETER

b. 1889

Sabine

STROETER

b. 1926

|

DNA
Match3
32cM

|

Hermina F. STROETER

b. 1848

1. Marriage lists parents

as Emanuel Streeter and
Maria R. Kertmer

2. 1870 St. Croix

John M.
THELAN
b. 1882

Vera L.
THELEN
b. 1915

Matida C. STROETER
b. 1853

1. 1870 census in
Emmanuel Stroeter
household in St. Croix

Minnie
ANDERSON
b. 1875

Floyd
EYTCHESON

Research Answer: There are 8+ strong DNA matches to the client
who form a DNA Shared Match Group. Anna is related to this family.




DNA Strategy

Shapes Outlined
in blue indicate
a verified person

An unknown
parent/ancestor:
building up trees for

John JARVIS 1699
Halifax, VA md Mary

Hypothesis

William JARVIS William JARVIS .

b 1737 md Marg 17357 VA, md Simeon JARVIS
JOHNSON in Eliz. TURLEY, b1722 d 1783
Pittsylvania, VA wha died in Pittsylvania, VA

d.1813 Floyd, KY Pittsylvania, VA

a Shared Match
Group can lead to
records or locations

to focus research on
first.

Henry C
JARVIS
1849 OH

Harry
JARVIS
1873 OH

William
JARVIS
1807 PA

Charles
JARVIS
1866 OH

George
JARVIS
1846 OH

[

Eugene V
JARVIS
1816 AR

Edward L May Jean
JARVIS JARVIS
1904 1892

James G
JARVIS
1936 CA

l

Edward L Charles V
JARVIS JOHNSON
1931 1932

Privale

Shared cM with 186 cM

Donald E
COLE
1912

Private

Susan Denald E
McDonald CUMMINS
DNA D.. 1937

NA

William
JARVIS
1779 GA

James
JARVIS
1806 VA

Elizabeth
JARVIS
1840 KY

Andrew
THOMPSON

Clarence
WILSON
1938

Simeon JARVIS
1760
Pittsylvania,VA, md
Keziah SALSBURY
|

Joab
JARVIS
1812 KY

Adam
JARVIS
1870 VA

Nellie M
JARVIS
1915

|
John T JARVIS
1782
Pittsylvania, VA
md Sarah
KITCHEN

Bassila
JARVIS
1830 KY

Felix
JARVIS
1853 KY

Victoria
JARVIS
1881

Brenda
DUCHEMIN
1947

Margaret
JARVIS b, 1755
Pittsylvania, VA

Catherine
GEARHEART
1792

Margaret
ALLEN
1816

Green
HOWARD
1858
—_—
Earnest
HOWARD
1896

Private

-/

KarlaSmith
DNA

Client

2CIR




DNA Strategy #5

William M. Martha Answer: Sarah’s

An unknown parent/ancestor: e oo €= ents

The Most Recent Common

Ancestor of a Shared Match - prllies | e
Research

Group could be the unknown Question

ancestor.

BAILEY
Florence Charlie John R
George MASON PHILLIPS BAILEY
MASON 1876 1892
1879

Documents found for

Harold
Claude BAILEY
MASON BURTON Elda

Susannah Marcus named her

Russell

MASON Private Private Private ; Private
t
paren fs. o ot Private

Taker

Troy Elizabeth
ok M. Susan2018
Shared Matches 110 cM 59 cM 24 cM
with Russell 2C1R
MASON

-

~ ' N . )
Troy's Elizabeth's Teri's Don J's - . )

Susan's
Shared Shared Shared Shared Shared

Matches: Matches: Matches: Matches: Matches:
Sha I'Ed —) Stark 22 stark 22 Stark 22 Stark 22 Teri Owen
Teri Owen Teri Owen Ca_m S Cam S Susan L

matches cams Seent e e Ken K

Eliz. V Ken K Susan L Eliz. v Eliz. V

Susan L Troy M DonJ Susan L Don J

Troy M —




Summary: DNA Evidence

Genetic Network

Principle #1:
The more cM a person
shares with a DNA match,

the closer the relationship.

Principle #2: A DNA
hared Match Group

Y ‘




Searching Your Female Ancestors’
Family, Associates and Neighbors
(The FAN Club)

Also referred to ==||s
as cluster research 8y N

Elizabeth Shown Mills created the acronym, FAN Club.
QuickSheet: The Historical Biographer’s Guide to Cluster Research (the
FAN Principle), (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2012.)




Example for FAN Club research

Focused Research Question: Who was Nancy Polly’s mothere

What | started with

=t

L | ) Ja i

. (g8
| daod y%7S

7& jpraro

End result after Fan Club research

5 & |-[— Click to add father l
-[Hugh Watt ]

l—[— Click to add mother l
i l

-[— Click to add mother
i |
‘{Thomas 5 "Tom" Watt Jr.
2 Oct 1841-16 May 1914
4+ Click to add father |
{James Pawley
l—[— Click to add mother l
‘{Nancy Pawley ‘
19 Jan 1804-19 Aul 1870

‘{Thumas R. Watt 5r. ‘
1801-aft 1870

r[Rober‘t McCormick l
{Rebecca McCormick ]

—|I Agnes "MNancy” Gibson




1830 Youngstown, Trumbull, Ohio

For years, the only names
we recognized on this
map were the two with
QIrrows.

FAN Club research
revealed that surnames in
red boxes are related.

S iy alriA
Frtdinse | & AAGS
R .

*
/50
e Slomne

The Pauly, Wc’r’r and
les were also

s

“;f '4@‘(/([ o :'?:-3 y D
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1 Mm



https://www.familysearch.org/

Who is in the FAN Club? Family

 Immediate family

« Extended family

* Others of the same surname
in the same location

7eF <7 g =g L. lrrears PhoregtrmirsTo8 TN E T rs (R ; e S 7
Jbq Al ”’%”'Zﬂ V,”’ “;L/; 5 ;g/ S Sy Hagoriee /,%nf 1) Pephtle Fohire 34 Jolurmidiih lintarr ;4
Heeok Leee Ffedlearrt, oJytifilan o Jeeherl& P e / 2,
/70"// A ] R ) o 28c Gt ssbae <o Geotse /FPoec ¢ < l%ltﬂ)l. fj‘/[.lﬂl}ll"«
1t ~HoeKle ¢ ":){’,’/“ - ‘/j’&f"';‘ 257 ///t.l-zf;f,é'u?wuu L % ALE Jo P e itod
A N T e WA Vol
V35 Holy HecSinct 214 St B 25y Healfohrn v 7y Lt BT

/74 l/”}’g /’1"( 2/ ‘/Z’M 7/; ) “: 2‘0 %I/lt ﬂl/fy H 2/ ~é’4fé’//m. Sarrreo 7S .illj-)nlau'//‘/ am/_m

ruaé ?}

oy ‘%"” < u::'%”;‘ Davé 4 - - 7 ./'/
: %{ b //,;«ﬁ;rll« 2/7 e e ot 25/ /%4‘ @< : Zzyg/&/'/ﬁ"?l ﬂﬂ//éu 5‘7‘ " //'Z' 2 u‘r«l ‘/4])1(

745 ‘///% : 2t /ﬁ' ., 24 .f{f'fut.;é[:wfz:ﬂ 263 Hide Hattirr 23 Clollar Aodnd— 6o L,//‘éﬂ:zzui.zy//'//zi/,l
] J76 « /Z; ,/" /y .Z/¢ :ﬁf‘[f(gt/a—ca/}{; b 263 ////Zn/a. Heitiget 77 - ]
| /17 [ tarsg Fe07703d 325 Jlotien Jacel T 64 Hearven Barver ‘ p 1,7? P 7 5
h A ‘ Joan 2 ,/’é-‘/a Mﬂ'é ""y/g‘:, r ”ﬁ,:f 25 ,%v/f//’/" f2 (6227 ’( Holirt 70
‘ /,f b ie / v i Zés //1"1’(’(/ 7L, fia .//;16{ Ay e eyt Vid
W (-4%‘{&‘70/})”}"’ v /}d .'14/_'1 St [l rr> 2é¢ /%// oaesc 26 4,1/}?( 5t f" J

b4 Heies Hariteo

{ J§0 U ' 2 ‘///t/lﬁ;c 223 ‘{/g’é:’/é;f:ael 26 %I/Mt %4;,{‘4/L 27 /y4 l%". - Z\ b/ﬂ'[i:,; —;p/:l.').l(tyfl ’
1€/ ‘L ,;/, ;1 é@”; . 2222;{ ﬂ{u Lallariteric z;; //,—a',;/,%,,, wvearn <" 25 L AegnA-Ieitiacl 665 ‘(fzi}%f; i

‘;ﬂc-f///‘m- Logore 915 St Feccteil iy Vo) Jeosts Juot” N Y A

//zé \/ﬁ”—‘%ﬂ.ﬁt//“ 227 /A{a. A Alatrre /”MZ?O //4/ :‘%::4'4/( 9’////'(' WMJ‘ 6; v/éﬂt.(/@lﬂ-‘"

P TSI 224 _t/{ta : “{'7" ,)2// ///"””A’li,%/n' 1 J/ Deoncde .’j‘tgﬂ/“ 7(} ‘_4,./é,u 'w, »

12T - 229 Jf‘/ Lerrd .,Zo R Z/Z /fl/lt ZS’:’:’;/,Z e 52;,0}3/' Vf%”""‘ Y7 oot (Z%la,{

entry for Widow McCormick.

P




Who is in the FAN Club? Associates

* Withesses, informants, or who paid bond

« Executors and others listed in probate records, such
as whom debts were paid to

« Signers of affidavits for military pensions, etc.

NAMEE DATE NAMEE
of of 3 of
PARTIES BOND SURETIES

ADAMS, James 19 Dec 1803 Owen Adkins
llo\u-an, Elizabeth
ADATR, John " 27 Aug 1804 John Gwin

Gwin, Patsey

"Kentucky, County Marriages, 1797-1954," database with images, FamilySearch, (http://FamilySearch.org :
accessed July 2016), image 51, marriage for James Adams and Elizabeth Housman.



Who is in the FAN Club? Neighbors

 Those who lived nearby in census and land records.
* In earlier times, people would offen migrate in groups.
 They may turn out to be extended family.

RESIDENTS OF CENTRE, HAINES, AND MILES TOWNSHIPS. 41
. Kreamer, Daniel, Stover, Man:St. 1 S Bingle Mew. .
Kreatuer, Michool (mddier). Norede, Adam, Jr. Darkle, Jacob MeCormiek, Robert
Kreawer, Johu (carpenter), Stover, Frederick, mm” "m;. T o
Krrp-. Chiristian (tanner), Staver, Jacob, Sr. Ewing, '.lvhu. l‘nlr,: Jumj
Krvighlaum, Jobn (grist-and mw-  Stover, Jucob, Jr. Gerhand, Stophel, “Ttey, Michael,
“mill), Stover, Julin, Harper, Jolin, ROt Tacal,
Kreightaum, Willlam, Strow, Frederick (howso and Jot). | Hauck, George. Rishel, John,
Kritzer, John (Loase and lot), Swartz, George, Hess, Francis, Rows, Jamon,
Kryder, Jucob, Toantuer, Joremiah, Hess, Jolin, Row, Peter,
Laclser, Mutthlas, Teeaster, Martin, Hubler, Henry. Shook, Charles,
Lawls, Thoeas (oailler at Cook').  Vonmeida, Henry, Isentach, Frederick, Speds, George,
Lally, Gewrge (tanner). Wagner, John, Krewer, Ludwlg, Strobe, Nicholas,
Taatz, Widow (oll-mill), Walteberger, Dankel, Kurtz, Nicholas, Stover, Jobn,
Taitg, John, Wels, George, Mclketh, Anilrew, Wise, David,
)lq_ﬂ-'lh. Johin, Wols, John, Melteth, Jolin, Wise, Martin,
MeCleary, Thomias (conper). Weaver, Adam,
McCarmiek, Agues (widow). Weaver, David, . . . ! . :
MeEiwre, William, Weatrr, dadob ~ Miles l:ownshnp, bgm?s its pmet;: territory, i n
Merks, David, Waaver debis: cluded that ?m ol" regg between Brush and Nit-
Merks, Rubolli, Weaver, Michsel, &r, tany Mountains which is east of the head of
Miller, Atirabam, Weaver, Michanl, Jr. h Penn's Creek, all of Logan, and the south- 1801,
::::::' ::::‘:i x::::’“‘" - | western portion of Greene townships (now in
Miler, Jicok, Winkert, Jobn (hoese and 1), | Clinton); *h: ﬂoﬂ:ﬁwn por;:_on «;f Gr«l?ne (now) of Centre and Clinton
Mitler, Martin, Wise, Henry (house and Jot). was annexed to Miles township from Lycoming o o
Minnich, George. Wolf, Guorge. | Connty March 23, 1818, Counties, Pennsylvania, by John

Mirchiell, Julin (houso and 1o1), Woll, Michael.

Mickel, Nicholss. Young, Joho (howso and lot), The inhabitants of Miles townghip in 1801 were: Blair Linn, 1883, P. 40-41



Organizing FAN Club Records

1. Use an organization system for your digital files
* Find one that works with how you think.
« By naming individual files as shown, the files are
organized by year like a timeline.

Folder Levels: Alphabet>Surnames>Individuals (females under maiden name)
@ Family History Data A Name Individual File Label: surname, given name,
Localiti (birth year), year of event, event
W ORI @ McCormick, Agnes 1819-1894 -
o _Methodology o McCormick, James H. 1822-1882
B McC ick, John Sr. 1790-1834 o McCormick, Robert (1730) FAN Club Research
cCormick, John Sr. -
" - McC ek Mary Ann 1781 @ 1-McCormick, Robert (1730) Research Log
i D o Mc G, y o :7"74 : '1 @3 1-McCormick, Robert (1730) Timeline
o H ® cCormrck, oncy ~14 @ McCormick, Robert (1730) 1776 Residence Potter Twp
8 S Mcc°"“f°" i & McCormick, Robert (1730) 1778 PA Frontier Rangers
o M @) McCormick, Robert 1730-bef 1790 s El McCormick, Robert (1730) 1789 Tax List Potter Twp
_M S @ McCormick, Robert 1785- & McCormick, Robert (1730) 1790 Census, his widow is listed
McCormick  mmmm—m) o McCormick, Thomas 1778-

McDonald
McGill

@ © 0 ®

Mortensen



Organizing FAN Club Records

2. Keep aresearch log- it saves time in the long run

Research Goal (Family): Robert McCormick & Agnes Gibson Locality: Penn’s Valley, Centre, Pennsylvania
Repository/ -
Date Call # Source Description Results/Comments

4 January  |Ancestry 1790 U.S. Census of Northumberland County, 1790 Northumberland, Agness McCormick

2014 Pennsylvania, population schedule, p. 96, digital |Free White Males 16+: 1
image, Ancestry (https://ancestry.com : Free White Males under 16: 3
accessed 4 January 2014), entry for Agness Free White Females: 4
McCormick. (Link) George McCormick

Free White Males 16+: 2

Free White Males under 16: 2

Free White Females: 4

4 February [The Newberry |"Atlas of Historical County Boundaries,” The 1772 - Northumberland County formed
2014 Library Newberry Library (https://www.newberry.org : |1789 Mifflin County from Northumberland
accessed 4 February 2014. (Link) 1800 Centre County from Mifflin and Northumberland

5 June 2014 |Archive.org  |John Blair Linn, History of Centre and Clinton 1774 Potter Township

Counties, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: Louis H.  |George McCormick, but no Robert

Everts, 1883.) 19; digital images, Archive.org 1778 Potter Twp

(https://archive.org : accessed 5 June 2014.) The following names, being additional residents of Potter
(Link) Township: Robert McCormick, 100 acres, 10 improved,

2 horses, 2 cattle.

Single Men: John McCormick & Samuel McCormick




Organizing FAN Club Records

3. Timelines are especially critical for FAN Club research
to facilitate analysis and sorting.

A | B | € | D | E ‘ F | G H | J K
Timeline of Robert McCormick, who married Agnes Gibson
Family, Associates, and Neighbors
Immediate Family| Known Possible Associates & Role in
Year State County Township EVENT of Robert & Extended Family Extended Family Neighbors Document Source
1772 PA | Northumb. Northumberland 'Atlas of Historical County Boundaries,” The
County Formed Newberry Library (https://www.newberry.org/
: accessed 4 February 2014.
1773 PA Northumb. Penn's Land deed George McCormick Grantee Pennsylvania. Northumberland County.
Creek (Robert's brother?) buys "Deeds, 1770-1866; index, 1772-1914," 3 April
1,059 acres land - Penns 1773, entry for George McCormick, FHL
Crk Valley from Reuben microfilm 961190, p. 198, Family History
HEThes Library, Salt Lake, UT.
1774/ PA Northumb. Potter Twp. |Potter Township John Blair Linn, History of Centre and Clinton
Created Counties, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: Louis H.
Everts, 1883.) 19; digital images, Archive.org
(https://archive.org : accessed June 2014.)
1778 PA  Northumb. Potter Twp. 1778 Tax list of Robert 100 Acres, George McCormick John Wattin 1786 Taxpayer  john Blair Linn, History of Centre and Clinton
Potter Township 20 improved Samuel McCormick James Watt in 1787 Counties, Pennsylvania (Philadelphia: Louis H.
John McCormick Everts, 1883.) 19; digital images, Archive.org
(singlemen) (https://archive.org : accessed June 2014.)
1778 PA  Northumb. Pennsylvania Robert McCormick George McCormick John Watt, same  Soldier “List of Soldiers who served as Rangers on the

Frontier Rangers in Capt. Henry Alex. Gibson company
Bowman's Both in same company as James Watt
Company Robert

Frontiers. 1778-1783,” digital image, Fold3
(http://www.fold3.com : accessed 6 May
2014), Pennsylvania Archives, Series 3, Vol. 23,

p. 340, entry for Robert McCormick.




The FAN Club Process

Step 1. Understand the locations and
jurisdictions where your ancestor lived.

* Find maps relating to that time period.
o Google: Trumbull, Ohio Map 1830s or
“historic maps.”

« For U.S. locations, check Newberry Library’s P P L v
“Atlas of Historical County Boundaries.”

COuUNTY __3

\ oF
CENTRE COUNTY
Drawn by Josepl Devling

November 1882, B



The FAN Club Process

Step 2. Add everyone from your ancestor’s records to the timeline.

 |nclude all details —

r‘]r'l A B | C | D E "__——"""E=-L__7 , G 4__J.=T-""‘$+-.~‘ ,
-l- h e y O y h e I p y O U Year State County  Township EVENT McCormick, George or his Other FAN Source
o 1| Robert/Agnes Children Research
1772|PA Northumb. Northumberland Co.
make connections e
i| 1773 PA  Northumb. Penn's Creek Land George buys land Pennsylvania. Northumberland County. Deads, 1770-1866; in
3 1914, FHL microfilm 961190, Family History Library, Salt L3
| 17TT4|PA Northumb. | Potter Twp.  |Potter Twp. Created
0 S 1774 PA Northumb. Potter 1774 Tax Assess George moves to Spring Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. Pes
5 Mills 1883 p 13,
® | n C | U d e 1- h e | r ro | e I n 1776 PA Northumb. Potter 1776 Petition for arms & Robert George & John- Samuel McCormick  Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. Pes
6_ ammunition possible son? 1883.)p 17.
1778 PA  Nerthumb. Potter 1778 Tax-Additional Robert 100 Acres, 20 Tohn McCormick Samuel McCommick | Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. Pes
'|' h d '|' 7 Residents of Potter Twp improved (singlemen)- a son? (Singlemen) 1883 p. 19 https:/archive org streamhistoryofeentrac00l
e O C U I I I e n 1778 PA MNorthumb. PA Rangers Robert George John & James Watt, “List of Soldiers who served as Rangers on the Frontiers. 177
) Alex. Cibson Vol 23, p. 340, http:/wew fold3 .com/imagre/1/3082198/
1783 PA Northumb. Penn's Valley Birth of Rebecca
McCormick
1786 PA  Northumb. Potter 1786 Tax Assessment Mo Robert Listed here George McCommick &  James Gibson Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. Pes
Tohn in Potter; also a 1883 ) p. 23,
John McCommick non-
resident of Bald Eagle
10 | Twp. - Whose son?
1782 PA Northumb. Potter 1789 Tax for Potter Twp. Robert George & John- James (dbsonand  Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. Pes
that remained in possible son? John Watt 1883.) p. 25.

Northumberland Co.
Death of Robert Carson

[1789
or
1790

PA

1790/ PA |MNerthumb. |Haines Twp. Haines Twp. Created
1790 PA MNorthumh. Birth of John Copper, Ellen, Dorothy Berdner & Edward Keller, The Cemer
McCormick Penmsylvamia, State College, Pennsylvania: Centrs County G
1790 PA Northumb. Potter Twp. 1790 Tax List A robert is listed withno  George owned 150 acre Spangler
land
1790 PA  Northumb. Nonelisted 1790 US Census Agness McCormick George & John- James Gibson, and |Ancestry.com. 1790 United States Federal Census,: Ance

possible son? James & John Watt reproduced by FamilySearch; Census Place: Northumbe
Hugh Watt on other |9 Page: 96; Image: 306; Family History Library Film: 05
pg & Mifflin Co.




The FAN Club Process

Step 3. Create a prioritized FAN research list using this criteria:

A. Strength of the connection
Ex. A marriage witness is more
likely to be related than the judge.

B. Frequency of connections
Who shows up most offen in
the recordse

(See Elizabeth Shown Mills, QuickSheet: The Historical Biographer’s
Guide to Cluster Research (the FAN Principle)

Prioritized List of Robert & Agnes McCormick’s FAN Club

Name of FAN
Club member

Named in Which
Records

Role in Record

Relationship/
Association, if any

1778 Tax List Potter

Taxpayer in same

Twp., PA township
1778 Pennsylvania Soldier in the same
1. George Ranger.s - con')pany. Possible brother
McCormick .1789 List of Residents Re5|den.t in same to Robert
in Potter Twp. township
1790 U.S. Census Neighbor, two pages
Northumberland later
County, PA
1793 Tax List Haines | Taxpayer in same Possible father-in-
Twp., PA township law to Robert’s
2. Thomas 1801 Tax List for Taxpayer in same daughter, Rebecca
Pauley Haines Twp., PA township McCormick, who
[Also James Pauley] married James
Pauley and then
Erastus Cowdery
1778 Tax List Potter | Taxpayer in same Possible relative of
Twp., PA township Rebecca
3. lohn Watt 1789 Tax List for Taxpayer in same McCormick’s

Potter Twp., PA

township

daughter, Nancy




The FAN Club Process

Step 4. Research the prioritized list from Step 3 and
revise the priorities as evidence is analyzed

28| 1
| _ ¢ /63
.% Aobocea - 72
73% s 43
Milissr Joichh) | 244| 33

L ¢ 3 . ¥ [\
"  RG) e~
i \ \ £ Y s _,:111.4 ~




Examples of FAN Club research to identify a maiden name

1. In an ancestor’s census household, research people with a
different surname.

2. Check censuses for nearby families with a female age 15-29 with
the right first name. Did she disappear from the census about the
time of marriage?

3. If aland deed is for a small amount of money or a token (ear of
corn) from someone with a different surname, that may have
been a member of his wife’s family.

t layouts can provide FAN names



THE FAN CLUB PROCESS

TIP: FAN Club research is often based on
indirect evidence -

Direct evidence states the

information outright, such as a death
date on a death certificate.

Indirect evidence is information
bined together to support a

WEBRASEN m' PORLIE I!l Do not write in this spaer
{2 PRRT BUREAY OF NEALTH - BVISON OF WTAL STATBTICS
oty ZAd Ll marG. 3329
city. & eneva Street e[S semrred n
| instend of aad
2 oL awe - {Petta L.&zu\‘:.d_q i =t
Residonce....... G- €.0. @A, 19 vt | Bt | et Ly eredibrrel L beesd | by
Tanuth of residenea Jn eity or town where death comirred./fyr...omo.c....da. How long in U, 8. it ‘ol forsign Wetheo pri mor . Ao
. D ICAL PAnT  MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF Dps
] Ror RACE (8 (Wrils theword) | ~— =T
) 20E v | Single 1% DATE OF DEA’ > —lﬁ
Semare | hite l S enbled G e e
17 iT _Divoreed

RS e | 17 mytEREBY FY, dacs:
5
o vl o v i w2 LAt KT 2
WIRE ot ¢/ FT that Tast saw.
4_DATE OF Bl (mo.) Way) /O (3 /,
‘ Years | Monthe e CAUSE OF DI (
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neva N tbr.

1 75
! = e 20 Undertaker ] 4
n Address
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Research Question: An 1844 will in Pulaski County, KY, for Samuel
Combest lists his wife as Sarah. Who were Sarah’s parents?

- Pulaski County 1803 tax list: Samuel Combest and John Dick
both lived on Fishing Creek.

- Pulaski County 1841 pension file: Margaret Dick, widow of
John Dick, lists Sarah’s birth in 1778 in Chester County,
South Carolina.

- The Descendants of Samuel Combest states that Samuel
lived in Pulaski County, but was born in Chester County,
South Carolina.

Samuel and Sarah Combest had ten children. JM A2 o Wy Fovn din Fo Ly ) €
Three of them were named as follows: e e M,// /Z iy ik 1
° JOhn CombeST j T //a/ /ﬂ,\,, ,,,,/ 144 M ﬁ/ //}5/: Tt
- Margaret Combest L G Ao o Ll (156 4y
- Samuel Dick Combest ;'f ;,-f;,,:m / Jif S oo /mi




FAN Club Summary

By researching the FAN club of
Nancy Pawley in Ohio, | was able
to identify her mother and
grandparents in Pennsylvania.

rl+ Click to add father ]—|_i

’-[Hugh Watt

o |
Steps to FAN Club Research s ] e )

N 1801-aft 1870 H_[
1. Understand the localities. T

]

]

]

]

%

1 Thomas S. "Tom" Watt Jr. L[ ]_

2. Add everyone in the records to the 4 | 1 i
}

]

]

2 Oct 1841-16 May 1914

|-[+ Click to add father ]—_{

timeline. [ e |
Prioritize who in the FAN Club to

Nancy Pawley
19 Jan 1804-19 Aug 1870

] ’-[+ Click to add father
—{+ Click to add mother

r[Rober't MecCarmick
—{Rebecca MecCormick ]
l Agnes "Mancy" Gibson




Interweave three sirategies to successfully
find records for women:
1. Search the correct records

2. thze DNA eVidenCe Finding Female Ancestors
3. Research her FAN Club - ’ &
FAN Clu vs‘:e%‘;oo"
DNA Evidence @09@,9
Search Records ‘

"

EAN Club “
DNA Evidean

!
Search Records ’




Questions?

See slides & handout at
ConneciTheBranch.com/presentations
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