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Infroduction —

To successfully research women:
1. Understand which records to search.

2. Find records for her FAN Club, especially

closely related men.
3. Apply correct research strategies.




Why are women harder to find in
the records?

* English common law was followed by many U.S.
colonies.

e This meant married women were covered under
the legal status of their husbands.

 For most of her life, the records were noft listed
under her maiden name.




Why are women harder to find in
the records?

* Widows, divorced women, and single women had
their own legal status and may be easier to find.

* Many legal rights varied for women, including:
« custody of their children
* Inheritance
 voting rights
« entering info contracts
* Citizenship




Choosing Which Records to
Search First
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FInd the Q 4
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FamilySearch Catalog

Records Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books
Search Results for FamilySearch ¢
Family Tree Refine your search - @ PRINT [B Catalog Print List (0]
- 1-20 of 49 results
Genealogie Wiki Search by:
Place
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When researching women,
timelines are critical.

Timeline for Rebecca McCormick

| Date | Place | 00 Event | = Source/Notes |
1783 _ Rebecca McCormick born Family Letter from Rebecca’s
Centre County great-granddaughter
This lists her siblings.

Jamez FPawley & Rebecca McCormick married

Which years and which
two locations should be e e oo lames WattFamiy RecordBock

names.

! 0 Martha Pawley born to | s Pawley & Watt Family Record Book
searched for Rebecca’s — Rebecca McComick 1950 US. Congus
m O rri O g e 8 : O Mancy Pawley born to James Pawley & Rebecca | Watt Family Record Book

McCormick 1850 U.5. Census

Rebecca Pawley born to James Pawley & Watt Family Record Book
Rebecca McCormick 1850 LS. Census

] ERASTUS COWDERY m. REBECCA McCormick
Trumbull Co. PAWLEY,

Rebecca Cowdery, head of household
Trumbull Co.




Records which may contain women

Always ask yourself:

“Which records are most likely 1o be successful due
to record content and ease of accesse”

PHASE 1: SEARCH IN THESE RECORDS:

Vital Records Probate Records
Census Records Social Security
Family Trees DNA Testing

Cemetery Records




Using vital records to find a maiden
hame:

* Find birth/marriage/death
records for her, her spouse, and
each child.

« Check availabllity in the
by searching
for the [name of state] and birth
or marriage or death.



https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page

Vital Records - GENERAL PRINCIPLES

424

WARRILAEGE REOOIID.

GRA/'NTED A B B LIYA N T, RETURN.

StaTE oF Omuio,| 3 e
- 10,4 StATE oF OHIO, !
HANCOCK COUNTY, ss. HANCOCK COUNTY, ss.

3 €ertify, that on the
r LICENSE for
1 to

rn, says that the said

is over the age of twenty-one years,
and is unmarried, that the saic

s over the ade of eighteen years,

Wiy 2 & £
UL 18 unmarried, resides in Hancook County, and that they g
"¢ not nearer akin than firs [ iage

usins, and he knows of no \|lwere legally joined in ma

by me, a ,L"é Ll i //1(1/
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this

day of A.D. 18 é/%ﬂ/ywﬁo

legal impediment to said marri

Probate Judge.

“Ohio, county marriages, 1789-2013,” entry for
Thomas Watt and Elizabeth Gorby, 1871,
Hancock County, Ohio, FamilySearch,

( :June 2016.)


https://www.familysearch.org/

THE STATE OF ()Illl).} Personally appeared

Finding Marriage Records:

ouxnty, 8. ) and made application for 4 MARRIAGE LICENCE
e // vy of
in said county, and made“solemn oath
iy o plde s
is of the age of twauqr;'uae years,

« Check the county where

not nearer of kin than first cousins; that he knows of no legal

eir being joined in mavriage. +... 7. fiiiarves s >

1)the couple was first listed in the RS s
Census e

2) where their first child was born s
A crge’ '/?/.//z,./ CrEerk.

3) where the individuals lived before A e G e
marriage. £

"Ohio, county marriages, 1789-2013,"” entry

¢ C heC k Sevel’0| CeﬂSUS I’eCOrdS CIfTeI’ for Daniel Duer and Rebecca Paully, 1832,
Trumbull County, Ohio, FamilySearch,

1850 to determine her state of birth ( ko
and check there.

« Look for marriage banns and bonds in
earlier fime periods.

CIt et re.

# ¢ Crr el ///r./
S g -
///1 " Hr Xf (/ Lerr—

S yot, Sz on A.D. 1837
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Vital Records: Deaths

IES 1T
ORD ON FILE WITH TF
STATISTICS, WHICH IS

Most states started keeping
death certiticates in the 1200s e

e

o sinnf
RS T

2 FULL NAME..

PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS §7> MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

4 COLOR OR RACE 5'\'":’“ J 16 DATE OF DEATH

WA
(onth)

Question:

 Can you use a death certificate
to identify the maiden name of [z,
someone born in 1804 and died e

(Informant)

(Address)

=, .
T8 R.U,W. Connell, M. DF oy
R ATRAR {

Death Certificate of Thomas Watt, 1914,
from personal papers of Julie Stoddard.



Vital Records: Deaths

MISSOURI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS
CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

Search Death Certificates for:
e Her
* Her Spouse

 Her children

» Especially for those deaths
after the early 1900s.

I denth ccowmmed ina

MEDICAL CEATIFICATE OF DEATH

DATE OF DEATH . r
! <. -
. lD.l'

il (Moath )
BY--CERT]IY that 'l attended d.tcr?l from
, 1915, to s 101 &,

X
- and that death occurred, on'the dats stated above, a
‘The CAUSE OF DEATH* was as follows:

mUPﬁTlON
im} T profossion, or
nrll:ullr klnd af work

1b) General nature oflndunn-
business, or establishment In
which employed (or smployer)

BIRTHPLAOE
(Ciry

FATHER

BIRTHPLACE
OF FATHER
| Gity or town, State of forcign esuntry)

PARENTE

MAIDEN NAME u;,..t, the Death, or, io_dealhs from Viela? Cacacs, State
OF MOTHER ) y p T01) Heans of bebury: aihes Accilental, Seloidal, or Bembcldal,

LENGTH OF nialunmz (For HOBMTALE, INSTITUTIONE., TRANBIEWTO, OR
HECENT RESDENTS)

At place n tha
of death___yrs.___mos de. atno L1 - dn.

Where was dissass contracted
" ne! atpiace of death®

Former or

BIAL OR REMOVAL

CAUSE OF DEATH in plain tsrms, so that it may bs proparly classified, Exactstatemeni of OCCUPATION La very lmporiant,
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“Missouri Death Certificates, 1910 — 1964," Certificate
of Elizabeth Milham, 1914, Certificate #31892, Missouri
Digital Heritage, (http://www.sos.mo.gov : July 2016).




. Census Records

e FiInd a female in each census record she was alive.

* In 1850 and later, the U.S. census lists each person
Oy Name.

* From 1880 on they listed the person’s relationship to
the head of household.

s p o have DIED
ion Di  Note C.
Enumeration Dist. C.—Questio pect to persons

SCHEDULE‘.ﬂ;fInhabitants in.,,d} o //f/lclf/ﬂl’;. “y in the County, of C%/ 72 , State of .. L‘:l/f//w/{ﬁ
% enumerated by me on the . Feel . day of June, 1880.

/'v p, v
/M,(Co@e 2 L2 2L
/ Enumerator.

SRR Education.
N
1 |
3 |
il
HIN
I
HE o
i
H

www.ancestry.com




Census Records (continued)

* If they were married after 1850, find the husband in
a census just before he was married.

 Search for women with the same first name and
of the right age who lived in the same or nearby
towns or counties.

» See If she disappears from the census about the
time of marriage.




Census Records

o After 1850, watch for other household members
with a different surname.

" st () Searching for the
maiden name of

Birth Year: abt 1823

Birthplace: Ohio E | iZO J G n e

Homein 1850: East Connogquenessing, Butler,
Pennsylvania, USA

[ View blank form Gender: Female

A View/Add alternate info Family Number: 94

A Report issue Household Members:  Name
James McGile
Eliza Jane McGile
Mancy E McGile
William J McGile
Samuel B McGile

www.ancestry.com




Census Records

 Prior to 1850, look for possible families who lived
nearby who had a female who was age 15-29

[Samuel COMBEST

|Wiliam COMBEST .5
Harriett COMBEST ; ﬁ‘

[Sarah “Sally” DICK

6 Aug(1834)14 Mar 1917

(Gilla € . ) .53




Census Records

Name: | Andrew Jasper
Somerset, Pulaski, Kentucky

August 7, 1820

(3 View blank form ' i ite Persons - 5 - iy - [SEHTIUE'| COMBEST
# Add alternate information /hi 2 ‘.1l.“|.|"i||iar‘|'| COMBEST 0

< : .. s} .q- - - "q- 1|-" 3 -i
ee White Persc Harriett COMBEST [Sarah "Sally” DICK

b Aug 1834-14 Mar 1917

www.ancestry.com




Census Records

1820 United States Federal Census for Andrew Jasper

'?i‘5~cos,£’ Tohn s '13 Feb 1’322 B Saruel "Combest
_Spencer, Jane - m it T g
= - 55 - Achilles Jasper '
COMBEST, Williem %10 Aug 18 _

‘Conaent" of fathers, Samuel
J’asper, Gilly _ nglaagst & Andrew Jasper, "my dau Gﬂli‘" e

"Kentucky, County Marriages, 1797-1954," entry for William Combest,
1822 FamilySearch, (http://FamilySearch.org : July 2016.



Census Records

HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD [ state |

1790-1840
Census Worksheet

For each of the indicated years, show the number
of malkes and females in the appropriaste age
brackets below, By companng censuses, a more
accurate span of yvears may be determined,

B0 gy TE0 e TED L TED

http://www.heritagequestonline.com
/hgoweb/library/help/censusbook/
Section%205.pdf See page 56



http://www.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section%205.pdf
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section%205.pdf
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section%205.pdf
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section%205.pdf

1790-1840 YEAR HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD [ stare | COUNTY REMARKS
Census Worksheet

for each of the indicated years, show the numiber
of males and females in the aopropriste age
brackets below, By comparing censuses, 4 mare
accurate span of vears may be determined,

1840 a5 1830 |8 1820 1215 1810 1205 B0 1705 1'-"]'-'3'3 IT‘E' 11{0 I'-'iiuéu 1-'|5|:I ITE' 1TCI {735 1?i3:l IT‘E' 1?|‘2‘:I
naleg 16 E oner
oA N _ N N
1790 Fernalzs of any age
Wakey -9 10-15 1685 -4 A5 E over
4s0) S _ 1 1K _E_ ¥ _ - "= mnmwm- V-
1800 Fermpkes
T A A AT
Mabes -9 1015 16-25 bl Lo 45 & over
GAUG | I I K I I (N
1810 Fernales
abes 0-9 10-15 16485 Wi 45 & ove
— T =2 ,
TaUG o AL S
1820| J Foraks

e Mgles |59 014 15419 20-29 ] )49 3 0.5 7079 -1 299 100 & ower
1 JUH S SR B D I R -
1830 | Bt rrades
Mles | 39 [ 014 115419 2029 ELRT] mﬂn 5059 alfen 079 a0 2099 100 & cwer
FQTIT*;___-____ __________ B B D




Census Records

e Remember to look for state censuses as well.
Check the for availabillity.

« Always view the original record for additional
details that might provide evidence.



https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page

Published Family Trees*




Probate/Estate Records
(wills, inventories, guardianships, etc.)

 Many probate files are getting every-
name indexes.

« Search for a daughter’'s married name
INn online probate indexes.

* |f you have a possible surname, check
for probate records in the area.




Probate Records

Search for a daughter’s
married name in online
probate indexes

Probate record:

Name: Nancy Roberts

T A
LFEET ]
E

Birth Year:
Birthplace:
Home in 1850
Gender:
Family Number:
[& View blank form

Household Members:

# Add alternate information

A Report issue

www.ancestry.com

W/m . 2
. 1’1;27‘f;‘225¢f '1‘5" ' ' :'73i?_?eﬂtf:-qu;.._Q::iii;;L; AHnlleonre Lacd. 3

abt 1807
Kentucky
Laurel, Kentucky, USA
Female
497
Name
Hezekiah Roberts
Nancy Roberts
E | Roberts

John Roberts

“Kentucky Probate Records, 1727-1990,) entry for Samuel
Combest, FamilySearch, ( : May 2014).


https://familysearch.org/

Social Security Records

o BBk rys  APPLICATION FOR SOCIAL SECURIY ACCOUNT NUMIER [~
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18) RRILBOAS SETIREM 1Y NUME, -« \H WFOANTWEG I8 VKT DNYTR KL
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Lee Rhudy, SS no. 447-22-2435, 10 January 1944,
Application for Account Number (Form SS-5), Social
Security Administration, Baltimore, Maryland.




Social Security Records

« Find Social Security Records:
« Ancestry ($):

» This indexes the SS-5 applications, as well as claims,
so It includes the names of the applicant’s parents.



http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60901
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60901

Cemetery Records

 Family members were often buried nearby!!
* Find cemetery records:
 Find A Grave Index
(secondary information except pictures
of headstones)

o %k

« FS Wiki: Other cemetery records

**The BillonGraves Plus version ($)
shows locations of plofs



https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2026973

DNA Evidence

 There are four types of DNA:
« Aufosomal
« X-DNA
* Y-DNA (paternal inheritance)
« Mitochondrial DNA (maternal inheritance)

o« “Shared Matches” Is one of the most
powerful DNA tools available.

« Label and start grouping your DNA matches
based on your Shared Matches and their
trees.




Label and group your DNA matches

1. Create a DNA group for each of your known
G-grandparents.

2. Group those who show a “Common
Ancestor’” or who have large public trees.

3. At the top of your DNA match list, start with
your second cousins and add everyone else
to a group.

4. Study your Shared Mafches to know which
group they belong to.

5. If they have no known Shared Mafches,
create a new group titled “Unknown 1."




Use your DNA to identify a maiden name.

« Study the Unknown groups to find the most
recent common ancesfor.

 One of those common ancestors may be the
maiden hame of your ancestor.

«  Always combine traditional documentary
research with DNA evidence.

‘«}gﬂa‘r‘lccslry Home Trees Search DNA

Other option: If you have a possible maiden
name, search for the surname among your DNA
matches to confirm the relationship.



PHASE 2: SEARCH IN THESE RECORDS:

« Obituaries » Local & Counftry Histories

e Land Records « Immigration or Naturalization

* Military Records « Watch for Naming Patterns
 Newspapers « Research her FAN Club: Family,

. Church Records Associates, & Neighbors

» Perform a Google > Blols Recorek

Search « Court Records
. City Directories * Manuscript collections
« Others



Obituaries- could list a maiden name

Check for obituaries of
the person, spouse,
children, or siblings.
Find obituary records:

FamilySearch’s “Find
a Collection”
Ancestry’'s Card
Catalog

Newspaper sites
Cyndi’s List: Obituaries

Ms Jean Elizabeth Mahoney Watt
United States, GenealogyBank Obituaries, 1980

Deceased
Name:
Event Ty
Event Dat
Event P

Spouse and Children

Cha

Son

Husband

Father

Mother

DaughternLaw
DaughternLaw

Deirdre Watt DaughterInLaw

Tools
ools 13 Februan

taught in helm

PEPPERELL -- Jean Elizabeth
ied un

Male

Female

Female
Female

Female

"United States, GenealogyBank Obituaries, 1980-2014,"
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org : February 2020),

entry for Ms Jean Elizabeth Mahoney Watt, Lowell,

Massachusetts, United States, 13 Feb 2011.



https://familysearch.org/

Land Records

Usually they just lists her first
name and married name.

Especially check Grantor
records - when the husband
sold their property.

« The wife offen had to give
consent to release her
dower right (inheritance).

« Especially in early
America.




Land Records- release of dower rights
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Pulaski County (Kentucky), Clerk of the County Court, “Deeds, v. 9 - 10
1835-1840,” page 481, entry for William and Gilla Combest, ['amily
History Library film #804640. DOCUMENT 21.




Land Records-- clues to a maiden name:

« Watch for deeds for a small amount of
money.

* She might inherit land from her father and will
be listed by her married name with other
siblings.

* Neighbors might be her relatives.

« Tracing land deeds through descriptions
might lead to a maiden name.




Military Records

* Pension records typically provide the most
genealogical information and can include
the name of the wife or daughter.

* |f the female ancestor you are looking for
was born around the time of a war and up to
20 years after, then check for a pension
record for the father.

« Bounty land warrants can also list the name
of the spouse or children.




Military Records- Pension Application

/4«/ W% %MMQ% oZﬂu/b e oceD m%%w@% ot7
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“Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant
Application Files,” John Dick, pension number W.8668, 31
images; Fold3, (https://www.fold3.com : September 2016).




Military Records- Pension Application
Family Bible page
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“Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant
Application Files,” John Dick, pension number W.8668, 31
images; Fold3, (https://www.fold3.com : September 2016).



Church Records

« Church records can be a great
source of information, but can be
hard to locate.

« As more get indexed, they should
be moved up on the priority list.

« Check

« Search FamilySearch'’s “Find a
Collection” and Ancestry’s Card
Catalog.

<plancestry Home Trees Search DNA Health Help Extras 1

Card Catalog

Searchable listing of all record collections

Results 1-25 of 130
Title
[0 Pennsylvania, WPA Church Archives, 1937-1940

Pennsylvania and New Jersey, Church and Town
Records, 1669-2013

ania, Churc rds - Adams, Berks, and

of Bethlehem in Pennsylvania : with
some account of the Moravian Church

& historical sketch of the Zion Ex
Church of Lebanon, Pennsyly

irst Lutheran Church,

Sort By

Category Records

Directories &
Member Lists

Birth, Marrfage &

Death

Directories &
Member Lists

Stories, Memories &
Histories

Stories, Memories & 509
Histories

Stories, Memories & T
Histories

Birth, Marriagg &
Death


https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Church_Records
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/United_States_Church_Records

Naming Patterns e 670 s S Pt Conu

Household Members: yame

James Mc Gill

FiInding clues to Eliza’s maiden |
. Thaos Mc Gill
name by researching all the ois RMe Gl

W J Mc Gill

C h i | d re n . Gertrude Mc Gill

REGISTER SIGNIN

= 2, Jind A (Rave’
Thomas Watt McGill

BIRTH 1850

Pennsylvania, USA
DEATH 1912 (aged 61-62)

Salamanca, Cattaraugus County, New York, USA
BURIAL Prairie Cemetery

Harrisville, Butler County, Pennsylvania, USA

MEMORIAL ID 120894232 - View Source




Strategies For Finding Women:
1) Research her FAN Club

Research your ancestor’'s FAN Club
(Family, Associates, and Neighbors) Follow these steps:

1. Review all your ancestor’s
documents - view the original record
when possible.

2. Create a fimeline for your ancestor
and include all details.

3. Create a list of all known family
members (include extended tamily.)




A E C D F G H

Year State County  Township EVENT McCormick, George or his Other FAN Source
Robert/Agnes Children Research

MNorthumb. MNorthumberland Co.

2 Formed

1773 PA MNorthumb. Penn's Creek Land George buys land Pennsylvania. Northumberland County. Deeds, 1770-1366; in
3 1| 1914, FHL microfilm 961190. Family History Library, Salt L
4 | 174 PA Northumb. |Potter Twp. |Potter Twp. Created
1774 PA  Northumb. Potter 1774 Tax Assess George moves to Spring Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. P
5 Mills 1883 p 15
1776 PA  Northumb. Potter 1776 Petition for arms & FRobert George & John- Samuel McCormick  Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. P
& ammunition possible son? 1883.)p 17.
1778 PA  Northumb. Potter 1778 Tax-Additional Eobert 100 Acres, 20 John McCormick Samuel McCommick  Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. P
7 Eesidents of Potter Twp  improved (singlemen)- a son? (Singlemen) 1883.) p. 10. hitpe:/archive org/'stream'historyofeentrec0l
1778 PA MNorthumb. PA Rangers Fobert George John & James Watt, “List of Soldiers who served as Bangers on the Frontiers. 177
q Alex Gibson Vol. 23. p. 340, hitp:werw. fold3 .com/imare’' 1/ 3082198
1783 PA  Northumhb. Penn's Valley Birth of Rebecca
g McCormick
1786 PA  Northumb. Potter 1786 Tax Assessment  No Robert Listed here George McCommick &  James Gibson Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. P
John in Potter; also a 1883)p. 23,
John MeCormick non-
resident of Bald Eagle
10 Twp. - Whose son?
1789 PA  Northumb. Potter 17802 Tax for Potter Twp. Robert George & John- James Gibsonand  Linn. John Blair. History of Centre and Clinton Counties. P
that remained in possible son? John Watt 1883)p. 23,
11 Northumberland Cao. ! y
1780 PA  Northumb. Death of Robert Carson James Pawley ‘ -
or abt 1760 or 1779-abt 1811
12 |1790 + Click to add mother -
13| 1790|PA Northumb. |Haines Twp. |Haines Twp. Created
1790 PA  Northumbh. Birth of John Nancy Pawley ‘ -
14 MeCormick 19 Jan 1804-19 Aug 1870 + Click 10 add fathe
1790 PA  Northumhb. Potter Twp. 1790 Tax List A robert is listed with no  George owned 150 acre Robert McCormidk
15 bef 1753-1790 PR T ——
1790 PA  Northumhb. |Nonelisted 17907US Census Agness McCormick George & John- James Gibson, and Rebecca McCormick
possible son? James S.- John Watt 28 Mar 1783-1862 ‘
Hugh Watt on other - — )
e Agnes "MNancy" Gibson
pg & Mifflin Co. bef 1755-aft 1810 Click to add mother




Strategies to Use: FAN Club

Establish criteria for sorting your list for an order

to research.

1. Sirength of the connection — potential family
members can provide more evidence.

2. Frequency of connections — start with the
people your ancestor spent the most time
with (usually immediate or extended family.)

3. The quality of the source — how reliable is the
Informatione

(See Elizabeth Shown Mills, QuickSheet: The Historical Biographer’s Guide to Cluster
Research (the FAN Principle)



Strategies tor Searching Women

2. Analyze any records
thoroughly

« Review documents you
already have for every
deftaill.

» Build a fimeline as you go
— include locations and
the men in therr lives




Strategies tor Searching Women

3. Always look at original documents
Indexed and abstracted records have

limitations:

1. They may not contain all the information,
examples: withnesses, informants, signatures.

2. They lose the context of people around them,
examples: tax lists, grave plofs, census records.

List every detail in each record
-Each person and their role, locations, occupations,
signatures, economic facts




Strategies tor Searching Women

4. Ask yourself about possible indirect evidence

-Age they could marry
without parental consent
-Age they started paying
taxes

-Consider the neighbors,
withesses, informants, etc
-Negative evidence

(not In a census)
-naming patterns




Strategies tor Searching Women

5. Understand the laws for that time and place
 |f her husband sold land, did she need to release

her dower rightse
 What were the inheritance laws at that fime<
« What laws regulated it a woman could get @
pension from her husband’s military servicee

Tip: Google: Ohio compiled statutes 1830..1850

See "“The laws of fime and place” by Judy G. Russell | Aug 7,
2017,



http://www.legalgenealogist.com/

Summary

To successfully research women:

1. Understand which records 1o
search.

2. Find records for her FAN
Club, especially closely
related men.

3. Use correct research

strategies.




slides : ConnectTheBranch.com/presentations

A= - ConnectTheBranch.com

B :ConnectTheBranch.com/blog

m . https://www.linkedin.com/in/julie-a-stoddard-
accredited-genealogist%C2%AE-53935341/



?

Questions
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